


8. Mulch the base of the tree. Place a 2-3 inch {5-7.5 cm)
layer of mulch, but be sure not to pile much right against
the trunk. A mulch-free area of 1-2 inches (2.5-5 cm)
wide at the base of the tree will reduce moist bark and
prevent decay.

9. Provide follow-up care. Keep the soil moist by watering
at least once a week, barring rain, and more frequently
during hot, windy weather. Continue until mid-fall,
tapering off as lower temperatures require less-frequent
watering.
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Other follow-up care to consider: 
• Minor pruning of branches damaged during the planting

process may be required.

• Prune sparingly after planting. Delay corrective pruning
until a full season of growth.

• If trunk wrapping is necessary, use biodegradable
materials and wrap from the bottom.

What Is a Certified Arborist? 
ISA Certified Arborists® are individuals who have 
proven a level of knowledge in the art and science 
of tree care through experience and by passing a 
comprehensive examination developed by some of 
the nation's leading experts on tree care. 
ISA Certified Arborists must also continue their 
education to maintain their certification. Therefore, 
they are more likely to be up to date on the latest 
techniques in arboriculture. 

Finding an Arborist 
Visit TreesAreGood.org for free tools: 

• The "Find an Arborist" tool can help you locate an
arborist in your area.

• The "Verify a Credential" tool enables you to
confirm whether an arborist has an ISA credential.

Be an Informed Consumer 
One of the best methods to use in choosing an 
arborist is to educate yourself about some of the 
basic principles of tree care. Visit TreesAreGood.org 
to read and download all brochures in this series. 
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