
On June 29th, the District hosted several stakeholders to provide 

input for District and USDA NRCS conservation programs. Updates 

were provided about conservation programs offered by the 

District, NRCS, and FSA (Farm Service Agency). Stakeholder input 

included: more flexibility for high tunnel recipients, better criteria 

and payments for small projects, increased funding needs for water 

management and drainage, bundled conservation practices for 

urban ag projects, and less restrictive cover crop species requirements.  

What is a Conservation District? We are not the county government nor are 

we state government. However, the New Castle Conservation District (NCCD) 

established in 1944, is a governmental subdivision of the State created by the 

state legislature. The District, under the oversight of the Delaware Department 

of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), Division of 

Watershed Stewardship, is responsible for conservation work within the 

boundaries of New Castle County.  

Financial and technical assistance is provided to both the agricultural 

community and the urban/suburban landowner. The District utilizes a voluntary, 

cooperative approach to resolving natural resource issues and we are one of the few 

entities who can work on private land. From backyards to barnyards, from curbside to 

streamside, getting conservation on the ground and resolving conservation issues is 

our number one priority.  

Some recent work in New Castle County includes stream erosion, backyard drainage, 

ditch reconstruction, stormwater management ponds, manure storage structures, 

establishment of hayfields and other crops using the rental drills, the cover crop 

program, tile line replacement in ag fields, working with tax ditch watershed groups, 

sediment and stormwater inspections for small municipalities, outreach and 

education, field survey and site investigations, and maintaining a drainage database.  

The District is governed by four elected board of directors who each have an 

election district. Terms are for four years. There is also two at-large members 

confirmed by the Secretary of DNREC and two Associate directors.  
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Rutledge subdivision. 
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CONSERVATION COST-SHARE PROJECTS 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S  

Gully erosion at Middletown area farm repaired with a new grassed waterway and lane crossing. 

Failed tile line system replaced in several locations on a Smyrna/Clayton area farm. 

Ditch cleanout, crossing pipe and plunge pool at Glasgow area farm.  

Suburban drainage system installed for 

landowner near Claymont. The system 

catches runoff from the rear yards and 

ties into the DelDOT system in the 

street. 
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URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

S U M M E R  2 0 2 1  

A badly deteriorating and collapsing cinder block retaining wall in North Hills was replaced with a new 

poured concrete retaining wall with side weep holes for drainage.  

An eroding streambank in Red Mill Farms was shaped and protected with riprap. 

Backyard drainage in Edinburgh Villas, Spring Creek, and Weldin Farms. 
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Outreach activities resumed 

for 2021 with watershed 

presentations at two 4-H 

summer camps and a 

pollinator display and 

conservation quiz game at 

the Bellevue Farmer’s Market and Glasgow Park Farmer’s Market. 

The Charter School of Wilmington Team C placed 20th out of 41 

teams in the virtually held NCF International Envirothon competition 

hosted by Nebraska.  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

NEWCASTLE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

URBAN AGRICULTURE 

COSTSHARE PROJECTS UPDATE 

Urban Farmer and Gardener Mini-Grant projects continued 

forward, despite numerous material shortages. Pictured here 

is a manure spreader for the Kranz Hill farm in Newark and 

new garden beds installed at the 

Resurrection Parish community 

garden. New this summer, NCCD 

started a YouTube series called 

“Grow Stories: Buzzworthy 

Urban Ag Projects” which 

features stories from community 

gardens and urban farms and 

their 

direct 

impacts.  
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The New Castle Conservation District is an 

equal opportunity employer and provider. 

Board of Supervisors (L to R): Norman Pierce 

(Associate Member), Mike Harris (Representing 

County Executive Matt Meyer, Julian Pellegrini 

(Associate Member), Dan Severson (Secretary), 

Richard Morris (Vice-Chair), Robert Emerson (Chair), 

Brandon Yerkes (Member), Gwen Pierce (Treasurer), 

and S. R. Smith, III (Member). 
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